Letter From the Associate Editor-In-Chief
It is an extreme honor to be named as the Associate Editor-in-Chief for Academic Forensic Pathology. I am fortunate to have been involved with the Journal as an Editorial Board member since its first issue and have remained in that role since. Over those years, I have had the opportunity to review numerous manuscripts submitted to the Journal in my role as an Editorial Board member, and also read full issues out of my own interest in order to elevate my practice. Academic Forensic Pathology originated with the intention of becoming the foremost journal in the field of forensic pathology, doing so by starting with a clean slate and designing the format and content of the journal so that it would be most useful and desirable for forensic pathologists and death investigators.
Five and a half years later, we can unequivocally say that the Journal has accomplished its goal. Themed issues have been a success and often serve as high quality primers for the topics of interest. These themed issues have allowed for manuscripts to cover high yield topics, such as the recent issue "Natural Disease," from angles both straight and obtuse, and also cover more unconventional, yet timely, topics affecting our field, such as the recent issue "The Future of Forensic Pathology."
The mix of invited reviews, original manuscripts, case reports, and images in forensic pathology has provided a good variety of material for readers. Likewise, the variety of submission types allows ample Nicholas I. Batalis MD Associate Editor-In-Chief opportunities for authors to publish their materials to contribute to and elevate our field, whether it be a classical image, a series of interesting cases, or an extended review of a topic in which the author has expertise. Additionally, the streamlined editorial process ensures current content with minimal delays to publication. These latter two points are of particular interest to me as I practice in an academic medical center and serve as the director of our residency program. The variety of submission types and rapid turnaround allows residents and medical students to more easily get a publication under their belt early in training, which hopefully can serve as a gateway to our field. That is a big part of how I became interested in this field (Thank you, Dr. Joe Prahlow), and given the relative dearth of forensic pathologists in the United States we must take advantage of any opportunity to attract and recruit the next generation. Academic Forensic Pathology certainly serves as one such venue.
In summary, I greatly look forward to taking on this larger role within Academic Forensic Pathology and have an excellent opportunity to do so in working with Dr. Pinckard. I know that we can work together to keep the high standard that has already been established and continue to push the boundaries in order to publish a forensic pathology journal of the highest caliber.
